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miles of this agricultural land is occupied and of this 213,236 square miles is classified 
as improved and under pasture and 41,637 square miles as forested. 

On p. 60, the area of forested lands is shown in detail. I t will be seen that 
the total area covered by existing forests is 1,223,522 square miles, including 41,637 
square miles of occupied agricultural land still forested. Most of this will, no doubt, 
be left under forest cover in the form of farmers' woodlots. There is also a con­
siderable area of forest land which is of agricultural value and will eventually be 
cleared, but it is estimated that 1,100,000 square miles is essentially forest land 
which can best be utilized for forest production. The accessible and productive 
forest area is estimated to be 769,463 square miles, of which 360,548 square miles 
carries timber of merchantable size and on 408,915 square miles there is young 
growth which, if protected from fire, will eventually produce merchantable timber. 
The remaining area of 454,059 square miles carries forests of value either because 
of their influence on water control, climatic conditions, game conservation, or by 
reason of their attraction to tourists and their value as a source of wood for local 
use. On account of their geographical location or because of unfavourable growth 
conditions these forests at present are considered as non-productive from a com­
mercial viewpoint. 

As a result of the constant and inevitable improvement in conditions affecting 
profitable exploitation, such as the extension of settlement and transportation 
facilities, the increasing world scarcity of forest products, and the ever-increasing 
demand for these products, due to the development of industry, the discovery of new 
uses for wood, and the improvements in the methods, equipment and machinery 
used in logging and manufacturing forest products, some of this inaccessible timber 
will eventually become commercially exploitable. I t is estimated that of the 
accessible forest area 442,354 square miles is producing softwood or coniferous 
timber, 221,138 square miles mixed softwoods and hardwoods, and 105,971 square 
miles hardwood or broad-leaved species. 

In Canada as a whole about 10-5 p.c. of the total forest area has been per­
manently dedicated to forest production. The distribution of Dominion forest 
experimental areas, provincial forests, provincial parks and national parks, by 
provinces, is shown in the following statement. 

FOREST RESERVES A N D P A R K S I N CANADA, 1938. 

Province. 

Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick , 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

Tota ls . . . . 

1 Of this area 286-39 square miles have been placed under provincial park regulations. 2 Not 
including the Wood Buffalo Park, partly in Alberta and partly in the Northwest Territories, and the Tar 
Sands Reserve. 

Dominion 
Forest 
Experi­
mental 

Provincial 
Forest 

Reserves. 
Provincial 

Parks. 
National 
Parks. Total. 

Areas. 

sq. miles. sq. miles. sq. miles. sq. miles. sq. miles. 

Nil Nil Nil 7-60 7-60 
Nil Nil Nil 458-00 458-00 

3500 Nil Nil Nil 3500 
7-25 31,319-60 5,099-00 Nil 36,425-85 

97 10 19,606 00 4,248-00 11-70 23,962-80 
35-95 3,77514 Nil 1.148-04 4,959-13 

Nil 10,042-93i 258-38 1,869-00 12,170-31 
62-60 14,347-09 2-27 7,316-00* 21,727-96 

Nil 24,803-00 2,727-47 1,715-00 29,245-47 

237-90 103,893-76 12,335-12 12,525-34 128,992-12 


